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who procured some information for me from Mr, George
Benson, at present resident in York, I understand that
no local research has so far corroborated this tradition,
whilst my courteous informant writes that the city
records of the reign of King Charles previously to 1645
have not been published.119 Mr. Benson referred me to
the printed writings of Mr. Kobert Davies,120 who in
1854 produced an article on the York mints, telling me
that so noted an antiquary could not have overlooked
any obtainable information, and I find that Mr. Davies
discredits the early foundation of the mint. In support
of his argument he quotes one Christopher Hildyard,
Recorder of Hedon and Steward of St. Mary's Court,
York, and member of an old Yorkshire family. This
Hildyard was born in 1615 and died in 1694, having
published a small chronological work on the affairs of
York in 1664, wherein he stated that "about the latter
end "of January 1642-3 the King's Mint began to coin
in Sir Henry Jenkins' house in the Minster yard."121

Mr. Davies, who as town clerk must have had access
to the unpublished city records, regarded this evidence
as conclusive that no former coinage had been effected,
and inferred that "the Yorfe mint was first erected
immediately after the Earl of Newcastle entered the
city as Lieutenant General of the north," and held from

*10 Amongst the documents briefly catalogued by the Hist. MS.
Com. (Appendix I. p. 108) is a volume chronicling the affairs of York
from July, 1645, to January, 1652.

120                                   Davies's Historical Notices of the Royal and Artfiiepiscopcbl Mints
attd Coinages of York, published 1854.

121                                   Antigwties of York City, p. 54, published by C. H. in 1664, and re-
published, with additions by James Torr in 1719, p. 104.   All events of
importance are briefly chronicled, such as the setting up of the King's
printing-press in the same house in. the previous March, less than a
week after his Majesty's arrival.  Edit. 1664, p. 53 ; edit: 1719, p. 103.